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PRIVATE ADMONITION.  Board Case No. 14, 2005. Effective Date: June 14, 2005.  

A Delaware lawyer was privately admonished for violations of the Delaware Lawyers' Rules 

of Professional Conduct (“Rules”).  The private sanction was offered by a panel of the Preliminary 

Review Committee ("PRC"), and imposed with the consent of the lawyer.  By falsely notarizing 

documents for a real estate refinancing (i.e., by notarizing them with the venue where the property 

was located, rather than where the notarization actually occurred), the lawyer engaged in conduct 

involving misrepresentation in violation of Rule 8.4(c).  The lawyer also failed to acquire the 

necessary legal knowledge concerning notarization procedures in order competently to notarize 

documents for the refinancing, in violation of Rule 1.1. 

In offering the sanction of a private admonition, the PRC considered, as mitigating factors, 

(1) the absence of a prior disciplinary record; (2) the absence of a dishonest or selfish motive; (3) the 

lawyer’s cooperation with the ODC and full disclosure about the facts and circumstances involved; 

and (4) the lawyer’s acknowledgment of the wrongfulness of the conduct.  As an aggravating factor, 

the PRC considered the fact that the lawyer had acknowledged notarizing documents in other real 

estate transactions with the venue where the property was located, rather than where the notarization 

actually occurred.  As a condition of the private admonition, the lawyer was required to pay the 

ODC’s costs. 

 


